THE TIMES | Saturday October 12 2019 1au

Power of violin
helps transform
problem school

Micola Woolcock got their instrument they were in
Education Correspondent trouble.

o “me warned her that children
An inner-city secondary school that damage, lose or sell the instru-
transformed behaviour and results - ments but the vast majority were pro-
a&ﬂtﬁmngmqrnwmtaﬁdh tective of them and some said they

vears of music lessons could  loved their viclins “like a baby”,
see jts success replicated across the After she retired as head teacher, the
country. mwa.ssetupmthﬂwl':-elpofunrd

Andrew Llovd Webber and MNicola Webber. She added: “Music is trans-
Benedetti are patrons of the scheme, formative, playing in an orchestra
which is being expanded beyond teaches teamwork, resilience and
Lmldmfurtheﬁmm:ndulhmutd interdependence. | wanted them to

y mi * learnthat, unlike the lesson from celeb-
S Yenny Smith, head of F ick nt].-' curmre you get there through
Bremer School in Walthamstow, east  work!
London, which has run the scheme for DemnneWhiu.E?Bafnu.rm
five miﬂhesd:oulnumetw- student at the
fmmwhmltwasm 2004 playing classical flute. u ma
“the best results the ﬂnsleparmtfmily ln Hadmear.
sdimlhﬁseverhad. Mﬂlclsﬂmvmg London. Free music lessons were intro-
and it is infectious. Music is absolutely  duced at his school when he was 12 and
at the heart of the school, and not an  lessthan three later he achieved a
add-on.” grade eight with distinction.

Truda White, a head teacher who He said: “I think music has kept me
founded the Music in Secondary safe. | was so focused on playing the
Schools Trust to help turn around her  flute. [t was and still is my absolute pas-

school, said producing top-  sion. My mum knows its been my sal-
class musicians was not the main goal.  vation and has kept me out of any
Children learnt to co-operate, concen-  trouble”
trate, sit still and cherished their instru- It would cost about £400 million for
nmnlxsumudlthanfaﬁghtbmkemt mwchildin d to benefit from

h‘l the the scheme. M ite acknowledged
m&ﬂegeﬁon joining in, thahikw:’efdﬂﬁmﬂsuwﬂhmmdmguwm

mwmmmmehgaﬂnfadmnmg- So far more than 8,000 children
in Islington, north London, . 11 to 14 have benefited from the

ﬁum She successfully sought weeklympmusicmmmmdmm

%

fmm a charity to introduce rs include the
lmons to ﬂpih Andrew Webber Founda-
“equal tion, Charles Wolfson Charit-

able Trust and the Dame Alice

under her Owen Foundation.

watch. Arls o have
She said: "Music wasn't railed agau:hst the reduction
optional, it was part of the in music and drama in many
core programme, If they for- schools. Critics blame budget
cuts and the pressure of gov-
Deronne White, ernment performance tar-
a flautist, says gets, which are based
that music has on pupil’s grades in

kept him safe core subjects.




